























Advocacy 101

NAADAC's Guide on Advocacy has Something for Everyone

At its core, effective communication
is one of the best ways to get your
message across. This can be even more
critical when trying to communicate
with legislators and decision-makers
at the local, state and national levels.

To assist you in your efforts to work
with lawmakers and others who work
on addiction policy, NAADAC has
developed How to Advocate: A Call
to Action. The booklet outlines criti-
cal areas in the legislative process, and
how people can make a difference at
each of those levels.

When navigating federal addiction
policy, people often encounter a be-
wildering array of acronyms, such as
SAMHSA (the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administra-
tion), NIAAA (the National Institute
of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism),
NIDA (the National Institute of Drug
Abuse), ONDCP (the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy) and nu-
merous others. This guide helps sort
through the alphabet soup of federal
agencies and clearly and concisely
spells out the responsibilities and du-
ties of each organization.

How to Advocate: A Call to Action
is broken down into three main areas:
working with legislators and getting
your message across, understanding
the structure of congress and working
with others who share your goals and
values.

One of the most interesting por-
tions of How to Advocate: A Call to
Action, was the discussion of the Ohio

Donovan Kuehn, NAADAC News Editor

Workforce Resource Center. The
center was conceived as a way to ad-
dress the difficulties of retaining, re-
cruiting and providing adequate
rewards for members of the addic-
tion profession in Ohio.

The project began as a concept
and quickly brought together
NAADAC, the Ohio Association
of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse
Counselors (OAADAC) and the
Ohio Council of Behavioral
Healthcare Providers
(OCBHP).

The Ohio advocacy efforts
began with an analysis of the
statistics. In Ohio, state pro-
grams were able to serve only
7.5 percent of the drug and
alcohol dependent popula-
tion. This gap led to the
foundation of a workforce
initiative, designed to recruit,
train and retain substance abuse pro-
fessionals and ensure that there were
enough qualified counselors to ad-
dress the growing problem of sub-
stance abuse and dependence. The
project focused on finding novel solu-
tions, including the utilization of new
technologies and partnerships.

The strategies involved in taking the
concept to reality, and the dedication
demonstrated by all of the groups
involved, show that anyone can make
a difference in the legislative system,
and in their communities.

With the latest estimates of 22 mil-
lion people in need of addiction treat-

ment, yet with only two million of
them being able to access care, many
more talented and dedicated advo-
cates are needed all over the nation.

How to Advocate:

A Call to Action

Regular Price: $15
Member Discount Price: $5

NAADAC strives to provide our members with the best available resources to help its counselors treat addiction. If
you are the author of, or know of a book or product that has been remarkably helpful to your practice, please contact
Misti Storie via email at mstorie@naadac.org to possibly extend this resource to your peers.

www.naadac. org
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2008 UPCOMING EVENTS

February 15 Nominations Due for NAADAC 2008 Elections April 15 NCAC I/NCAC II/MAC Application Deadline for June 7-14, 2008
Details at www.naadac.org or call 800.548.0497. Examination Period
March 9-11 NAADAC Advocacy in Action Conference Details at www.ptcny.com/clients/NCC.
Help shape the nation’s addiction prevention, intervention, April 30 Submission Deadline for the NAADAC 2008 Awards
treatment and recovery agenda. Details at www.naadac.org or call 800.548.0497.
Washington, D.C.
s ! June 7-14 NCAC I/NCAC II/MAC Exam
Details at www.naadac.org or call 800.548.0497, The Professional Testing Corporation (PTC) provides NAADAC
March 8-15 NCAC I/NCAC II/MAC Exam approved certification testing.
The Professional Testing Corporation (PTC) provides NAADAC Details at www.ptcny.com/clients/NCC.
approved certification testing. s e .
g B July 15 NCAC I/NCAC II/MAC Application Deadline for
R R E T (R September 6-13, 2008 Examination Period
April 1-30 NAADAC 2008 Elections Period Details at www.ptcny.com/clients/NCC.
Ly [ (o e aervat) @ O Dy a7, 200, pleetie canic August 28-31  NAADAC Annual Conference held in association with the
Donovan Kuehn at dkuehn@naadac.org. e e A
o : q c Kansas Association of Addiction Professionals (KAAP)
Eligible voters will be NAADAC members in good standing as of
Overland Park, KS
February 1, 2008. il d C
Details at www.naadac.org or call 800.548.0497. LS E T C AL L G TS L LS ES
naadac@naadac.org or 800.548.0497.
April 10-12 Northwest Regional Conference and Montana AADAC Annual

Conference

Join us in the spring for the first NW Regional Conference, The
Veteran in Your Community.

Grant Creek Inn, Missoula, Mont.

Earn up to 18 Continuing Education credits and have fun in Big
Sky Country.

General conference presenters to include:

Larry Ashley, UNLV; Dr. Mary Harsh, PhD; Ron Hull, MD & Carl Shipp,
MEd, LAC; Cynthia Moreno-Tuohy, Executive Director, NAADAC; Robert
Richards, NAADAC NW VP; Patricia M. Greer, NAADAC President;
Shelley Andrus, MSN and Col. Ireland, Montana National Guard.
Details from Peter Formaz at peteformaz@hotmail.com or
visit www.naadac.org.

September 1-30

September 20

Recovery Month
Details at www.recoverymonth.gov.

Addiction Professionals Day

Join with others throughout the nation in recognizing the
important role of addiction focused professionals

Details at www.naadac.org or contact NAADAC at
naadac@naadac.org or 800.548.0497.

Have an event we should know about?
Contact 800.548.0497, ext. 125 or e-mail dkuehn@naadac.org.
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